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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

3. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Li, 
US Patent 7089500 in view of O'Carroll, US 2003/0093755. 

• In regards to claims 1 and 1 1 , Li teaches a method, apparatus and computer- 
readable medium for presenting a sequence of user interface pages to a user, 
comprising: page logic associated with an initial user interface page, wherein the page 
logic is configured to: detect the user's activation of a control provided by the initial user 
interface page (column 5 lines 14-25); and form a token representative of the activation 
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of the control; and a navigation module which is configured to: receive the token from 
the page logic; and determine another user interface page to present to the user by 
traversing interface pages based on a navigation instruction specified by the token 
(column 5 lines 26-51 ). However, Li does not specifically teach a hierarchical tree of 
nodes representative of the user interface pages in sequence, and traversing the 
hierarchical tree of nodes; wherein allowing a second hierarchical tree to be plugged 
into the hierarchical tree, wherein the second hierarchical tree has associated user 
interface pages, and wherein joining the trees allows user navigation between the 
sequence of user interface pages and the user interface pages associated with the 
second hierarchical tree. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
a hierarchical tree of nodes representative of the user interface pages in sequence, and 
traversing the hierarchical tree of nodes (page 8 paragraph [0169] and Figure 7a); 
wherein allowing a second hierarchical tree to be plugged into the hierarchical tree, 
wherein the second hierarchical tree has associated user interface pages, and wherein 
joining the trees allows user navigation between the sequence of user interface pages 
and the user interface pages associated with the second hierarchical tree (Figure 7 and 
page 3 paragraphs [0069] and [0070]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify the method and apparatus of Li to include 
the teachings of O'Carroll in order to join multiple hierarchical trees. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination in order to provide for a way to compress 
documents and collections of documents by eliminating duplication of content. 
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• In regards to claims 2 and 12, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 
1 1 supra). Li further teaches wherein the control is configured to instruct the apparatus 
to advance to a next user interface page (column 5 lines 26-51 ). However, Li does not 
specifically teach an interface page with an appropriate node in the hierarchical tree. 
O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
an interface page with an appropriate node in the hierarchical tree (page 8 paragraph 
[0169] and Figure 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the method and apparatus of Li to include the teachings 
of O'Carroll in order have interface pages represented as hierarchical tree nodes. One 
would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to provide a way for 
easy navigation between interface pages. 

• In regards to claims 3 and 13, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 
1 1 supra). Li further teaches wherein the control is configured to instruct the apparatus 
to advance to a prior user interface page (column 5 lines 26-51 ). However, Li does not 
specifically teach an interface page with an associated node in the hierarchical tree. 
O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
an interface page with an associated node in the hierarchical tree (page 8 paragraph 
[0169] and Figure 7). It would have been obvious for the reasons stated above (see 
claims 2 and 12). 

• In regards to claims 4 and 14, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 
1 1 supra). Li further teaches wherein the navigation module further includes history 
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stack logic configured to record the prior user interface page to provide an indication of 
the prior user interface page upon activation of the control (column 10 lines 56-65). 

• In regards to claims 5 and 15, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 
1 1 supra). However, Li does not specifically teach, wherein the control is configured to 
instruct the apparatus to advance to one of a plurality of interface pages associated with 
different respective branching options associated with nodes in the hierarchical tree. 
O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein the control is configured to instruct the apparatus to advance to one of a 
plurality of interface pages associated with different respective branching options 
associated with nodes in the hierarchical tree (page 8 paragraph [0169] and Figure 7). 

It would have been obvious for the reasons stated above (see claims 2 and 12). 

• In regards to claims 6 and 16, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 
1 1 supra). However, Li does not specifically teach, wherein the hierarchical tree 
includes at least one collection node that includes plural children nodes said at least 
one collection node and plural children nodes defining a collection of nodes 
representative of a grouping of user interface pages within the sequence of user 
interface pages. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein the hierarchical tree includes at least one collection node that includes plural 
children nodes said at least one collection node and plural children nodes defining a 
collection of nodes representative ( page 2 paragraphs [0035]-[0038]) of a grouping of 
user interface pages within the sequence of user interface pages (page 8 paragraph 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

10/649,424 

Art Unit: 2179 

[0169]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method and apparatus of Li to include the teachings of O'Carroll 
in order to have a hierarchal representation of interface pages. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination in order to easily navigate through the hierarchal 
interface pages. 

• In regards to claim 7, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 1 1 
supra). However, Li does not specifically teach wherein a behavior of said at least one 
collection node is governed by a strategy applied to said at least one collection node. 
O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein a behavior of said at least one collection node is governed by a strategy 
applied to said at least one collection node (page 2 paragraphs [0035]-[0038] and 
Figure 7)) of a grouping of user interface pages within the sequence of user interface 
pages (page 8 paragraph [0169]). It would have been obvious for the reasons stated 
above (see claims 6 and 16). 

• In regards to claims 8 and 17, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 
1 1 supra). However, Li does not specifically teach, wherein the strategy is dynamically 
applied to said at least one collection node. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein the strategy is dynamically applied to said at least one collection node (page 2 
paragraph [0025]). It would have been obvious for the reasons stated above (see 
claims 6 and 16). 
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• In regards to claims 9 and 1 8, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 

1 1 supra). However, Li does not specifically teach, wherein the strategy defines whether 
said at least one collection node exhibits a branching behavior or a non-branching 
behavior. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein the strategy defines whether said at least one collection node exhibits a 
branching behavior or a non-branching behavior (page 3 paragraph [0074]). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the method and apparatus of Li to include the teachings of O'Carroll in order to have 
non-branching and branching behavior in hierarchal nodes. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination in order to assign a role in defining the hierarchal 
tree behavior. 

• In regards to claim 10, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 1 1 
supra). Li further teaches a computer readable medium including machine- readable 
instructions for implementing the page logic and the navigation module (column 2 lines 
42-52). 

• In regards to claim 19, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 1 1 
supra). Li further teaches, wherein the sequence of user interface pages defines a first 
wizard, and wherein the method further comprises providing another sequence of user 
interface pages that defines a second wizard, wherein the first and second wizards 
share at least one user interface page in common (column 5 lines 14-51 ). 
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• In regards to claim 20, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 1 1 
supra). Li further teaches a computer readable medium having machine- readable 
instructions for implementing each of the detecting, forming, sending, receiving, and 
traversing (column 5 lines 14-51). 

• In regards to claim 21 , Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 1 1 
supra). However, Li does not specifically teach a hierarchical tree having nodes that 
represent a sequence of user interface pages in a wizard, including: at least one 
collection node that defines a collection of user interface pages within the sequence of 
user interface pages, wherein a behavior of said at least one collection node is defined 
by a strategy applied to said at least one collection node; and at least one page node 
that directly represents a corresponding user interface page. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
a hierarchical tree having nodes that represent a sequence of user interface pages 
(page 8 paragraph [0169]), including: at least one collection node that defines a 
collection of user interface pages within the sequence of user interface pages, wherein 
a behavior of said at least one collection node is defined by a strategy applied to said at 
least one collection node; and at least one page node that directly represents a 
corresponding user interface page ( page 2 paragraphs [0035]-[0038]) of a grouping of 
user interface pages within the sequence of user interface pages (page 8 paragraph 
[0169]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method and apparatus of Li to include the teachings of O'Carroll 
in order to have a hierarchal representation of interface pages. One would have been 
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motivated to make such a combination in order to easily navigate easily through the 
hierarchal interface pages. 

• In regards to claim 22, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims I and 1 1 
supra). However, Li does not specifically teach, wherein the strategy applied to said at 
least one collection node creates non-branching behavior in the collection of user 
interface pages. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein the strategy applied to said at least one collection node creates non-branching 
behavior in the collection of user interface pages (page 3 paragraph [0074]). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the method and apparatus of Li to include the teachings of O'Carroll in order to have 
non-branching and branching behavior in hierarchal nodes. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination in order to assign a role in defining the hierarchal 
tree behavior. 

• In regards to claim 23, Li teaches the above limitations (see claims 1 and 1 1 
supra). However, Li does not specifically teach, wherein the strategy applied to said at 
least one collection node creates branching behavior in the collection of user interface 
pages. 

O'Carroll teaches a document processing system and method. O'Carroll further teaches 
wherein the strategy applied to said at least one collection node creates branching 
behavior in the collection of user interface pages (page 3 paragraph [0074] and Figure 
7). It would have been obvious for the same reasons stated above (see claim 22). 



Application/Control Number: Page 10 

10/649,424 

Art Unit: 2179 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shashi K. Becker whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8919. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SKB 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



